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Rome approved of none but such; but was much surprised at the
scrupulosity of this scrutiny, when told that not one of all those had been
allowed by the Congregation of Rites to have been sufficiently proved.
After the most severe juridical examination of the heroic virtues and
evident miracles of St John Francis Regis, he was beatified by Clement XI
in 1716, and canonized by Clement XII in I737,1 at the request of the
kings Lewis XV of France and Philip V of Spain, and of the French clergy
assembled at Paris in 1735. ^s festival was appointed to be kept on the
16th of this month.

How happy is the life of that faithful servant of God whose years,
days, and moments, whether in public or private, are all filled with good
works, so many fruitful seeds of a glorious eternity! whose desires, thoughts,
and actions are all directed to the honour of God, and his own advancement
in goodness! Viewed with such a life in whatever station, how mean and
contemptible do the idle amusements of the great ones of the world appear!
How trifling that uninterrupted succession of serious folly or empty
pleasures which engages the greatest part of mankind! After all their
turmoils they find their hands empty, and feel their hearts filled only
with fears, remorse, and bitterness, instead of holy peace and joy, with
the riches of eternity in store.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 16 :

ST AURELIAN, Archbishop of Aries, founded a great monastery in that city, 546; ST FERJRKOLUS,
a priest, and ST FERRUTIUS, a deacon, martyrs, ordained by St Iranaeus; the relics of these
martyrs were glorified by St Gregory of Tours, who testified that his brother-in-law was cored
by them : ST JOHN FRANCIS REGIS, S.J.: and ST QUIRICUS and ST JULITTA, the latter a Roman
lady who was killed with, her little son, aged three years, Quiricus or Cyr.
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ST NICANDER AND ST MARCIAN, MARTYRS
(ABOUT THE YEAR 303)

[From their genuine acts, in Mabillon, Mus. Ital. t. i.; and Ruinart, p. 551.]

THESE saints, as appears from the circumstances of their acts, suffered
under Diocletian, and probably in Mcesia, a province of Illyricum, under
the same governor who condemned St Julius; though some moderns
place their martyrdom at Venafro, at present in the kingdom of Naples.
They had served some time in the Roman troops, but when the edicts
were everywhere published against the Christians, foregoing all expecta-
tions from the world, they forsook the army. This was made a crime
in them and they were impeached before Maximus, the governor of the
province. The judge informed them of the imperial order that all were
commanded to sacrifice to the gods. Nicander replied that order could

1 Bullar. Roman, t. xv. p. 127.
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